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(57) This invention refers to a novel nickel-based cat- 
alyst which exhibits excellent activity and stability for car- 
bon dioxide reforming of natural gas (methane) to 
synthesis gas. The catalyst consists of nickel crystallites 
in contact with La 2 03 carrier or in the form of nickel sup- 
ported on La 2 03 carrier or in the form of nickel on La^ 
particles dispersed on a conventional carrier such as y- 
AI2O3. The stable and active surface of Ni/La203 is 
formed, following two hours of the reaction of carbon 
dioxide reforming of methane at temperatures higher 



than 600°C. In contrast to conventional nickel-based cat- 
alysts, e.g. Ni/Y-Al 2 0 3 , the new Ni/La 2 03 catalysts (at the 
stable state) are not prone to coking in the temperature 
range of 550-850°C, exhibiting excellent stability. Near 
complete conversion of methane and carbon dioxide, 
and around 100% selectivity to carbon monoxide and 
hydrogen are achieved over the Ni/La^ catalysts under 
stoichiometric conditions at temperatures in the neigh- 
bourhood of 8oo°C and a superficial contact time of ca. 
0.02 seconds. 
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Description 

The invention relates to a novel nickel-based catalyst with excellent stability and activity for carbon dioxide reforming 
of natural gas (methane) to synthesis gas. 
s This catalyst can be used in large-scale industrial conversion reactors of any type for the production of synthesis 

gas (CO and H^ from natural gas or any other source of methane. It is well known that huge reservoirs of natural gas, 
consisting of primarily methane, exist. This raw material of very low value can be converted to valuable products over 
said catalyst, such as synthesis gas, which can subsequently be easily converted to other products such as gasoline, 
methanol, etc. 

10 

Technical Field 

This invention refers to a novel nickel-based catalyst which exhibits excellent activity and stability for carbon dioxide 
reforming of natural gas (methane) to synthesis gas. The catalyst consists of nickel crystallites in contact with La 2 0 3 

15 carrier or in the form of nickel supported on La 2 0 3 carrier or in the form of nickel on La^ particles dispersed on a 
conventional carrier such as y-AI 2 0 3 . The stable and active surface of Ni/La 2 C>3 is formed, following two hours of the 
reaction of carbon dioxide reforming of methane at temperatures higher than 600°C. In contrast to conventional nickel- 
based catalysts, e.g. Ni/y-AI 2 03, the new Ni/La 2 03 catalysts (at the stable state) are not prone to coking in the temperature 
range of 550-850°C, exhibiting excellent stability. Near complete conversion of methane and carbon dioxide, and around 

20 100% selectivity to carbon monoxide and hydrogen are achieved over the Ni/La 2 C>3 catalysts under stoichiometric con- 
ditions at temperatures in the neighbourhood of 8oo°C and a superficial contact time of ca. 0.02 seconds. 

Background of the Invention 

25 Steam reforming of methane is used extensively in industry to form synthesis gas. However, the synthesis gas 
produced by steam reforming of methane has a hydrogen-to-carbon monoxide ratio of 3 which is undesirable for the 
Fischer-Tropsch synthesis network, since excess hydrogen suppresses chain growth and decreases selectivity to higher 
hydrocarbons [D.L.Trimm, Catal.Rev.Sci.Eng.16 (1977) 155]. Comparably, carbon dioxide reforming of methane is 
favourable since it produces a synthesis gas with a lower hydrogen-to carbon monoxide ratio. In addition, the carbon 

30 dioxide reforming of methane reaction has very important environmental implications because both methane and carbon 
dioxide are greenhouse gases which may be converted into valuable feedstock. No established industrial technology 
for carbon dioxide reforming of methane to synthesis gas exists, in spite of the potentially attractive incentives for a large 
number of applications. A major problem inhibiting the materialization of this process is catalyst deactivation by carbon 
deposition via Boudouard reaction (2CO— >C+ CO2) and/or methane cracking (CH 4 — >C+2H 2 ), which are favourable 

35 under reaction conditions [J.T.Richardson and S.A.Paripatyadar, Appl.Catal. 61 (1990) 293; AT. Ashcroft, 
A.K.Cheetham, M. C.H.Green, RD.F. Vernon, Nature 352 (1991) 225; T.Sodesawa, A.Dobashi and F.Nozaki, Reaction 
Kinetics Catal.Lett. 12 (1979) 107]. 

During the past decades, the process of carbon dioxide reforming of methane has received attention, and the effort 
has been focused on development of catalysts which show high activity towards the convertion of CH 4 /C0 2 to synthesis 

40 gas, and are resistant to coking, displaying stable long-term operation. Numerous supported metal catalysts have been 
tested for the carbon dioxide reforming process. Among them, nickel-based catalysts [T.Sodesawa, A.Dobashi and 
F.Nozaki, Reaction Kinetics Catal.Lett. 12 (1979) 107; A.M.Gadalla and B.Bower, Chem.Eng.Sci. 43 (1988) 3049; 
A.M.Gadalla and M.E.Sommer, Chem.Eng.Sci. 44 (1989) 2825] and supported noble metal catalysts (Rh, Ru, Ir, Pd 
and Pt) [J.T.Richardson and S.A.Paripatyadar, above; A.TAshcroft, A.K.Cheetham, M.C.H. Green, P.D.F.Vernon, above; 

45 A.Erdohelyi, J.Cserenyi and F.Solymosi, J.Catal. 141 (1993) 287; J.R. Rostrup-Nielsen and J.-H. Bak Hasen, J.Catal. 
144 (1993) 38.] give promising catalytic performance in terms of methane conversion and selectivity to synthesis gas. 
The catalysts based on noble metals are reported to be less sensitive to coking than are the nickel-based catalysts 
[A.TAshcroft, A.K. Cheetham, M. C.H.Green, P.D.F.Vernon, above; LBasini. M.Marchionna, S.Rossini and D.Sanfilippo, 
UK Eatent Application No. 2240284 A1]. However, considering the aspects of high cost and limited availability of noble 

so metals, it is more practical and more economical, from the industrial standpoint, to develop an improved nickel-based 
catalyst which is resistant to carbon deposition, and exhibits stable operation for a long period of time. 

Arakawa et al. [TArakawa, M.Oka and Fr.Demande, Patents No. FR-2228102, NL- 7302403, US-3849087, DE- 
2308161] used Ni/y-AI 2 0 3 catalyst to obtain synthesis gas from a mixture of methane, carbon dioxide and water. They 
found that the catalyst deactivates rapidly by formation of carbon on the catalyst surface, but addition of vanadium (5- 

55 1 0 wt%) to the catalyst can decrease, to a certain extent, the formation of coke. Rapid catalyst deactivation due to strong 
carbon deposition on supported Ni catalysts was also observed by Chubb [T.A.Chubb, Sol Energy 24 (1 980) 341 ], Velenyi 
etal. [ L.J.Velenyi, C.Paparizosand FA. Pesa, European Patent Appl. No. 84273 A2] and Rostrup-Nielsen [J.R. Rostrup- 
Nielsen, Stud. Surf. Sci. Catal. 36 (1988) 73]. It was claimed that catalyst deactivation is due to coke formation within 
the pores of the catalyst, which leads to the breakup of the catalyst particles. Carbon dioxide reforming of methane was 
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studied in detail by Gadalla et al. [A.M. Gadalla and B. Bower, above, and A.M. Gadalla and M.E. Sommer, above] over 
Ni supported on different carriers. They found that no carbon deposition was obtained when reaction temparature as 
high as 940°C and a CO2/CH4 ration ^2 were applied. However, such reaction conditions are not practical for industrial 
operation. Recently, Yamazaki et al [O. Yamazaki, T. Nozaki, K. Omata and K. Fujimoto, Chem. Lett. (1992) 1953] 

5 obtained carbon-free operation of carbon-dioxide reforming of methane at 850°C by adding CaO to Ni/MgO catalyst. 
However, significant reduction in reaction rate was registered due to the presence of a strong basic component. Also, 
no data on the selectivity to carbon monoxide and hydrogen were reported. 

Increasing reaction temperature (above 700°C) helps to alleviate coke formation on metal surfaces. However, sin- 
tering of nickel particles, as well as possible undesirable solid state reactions between nickel and the support material, 

10 are expected to become significant as temperature approaches 850°C, which would eventually lead to decrease of 
catalytic activity. High reaction temperature (>850°C) also results in difficulties in industrial operation. A thermodynamic 
study of the carbon dioxide reforming of methane reaction reveals that near complete conversion of methane and carbon 
dioxide, and about 100% selectivity to carbon monoxide and hydrogen (using a feed of CH4/C0 2 =1/1 , and 1 bar total 
pressure) are attainable at temperatures in the neighbourhood of 800°C [A.M.Gadalla and B. Bower, above, and 

15 A.M.Gadalla and M. E. Sommer, above]. Therefore it is of industrial interest to develop an improved nickel-based catalyst 
which is capable of producing complete conversion of CH 4 /C0 2 to synthesis gas at temperatures ^800°C, while dis- 
playing stable long-term operation. 

Brief description of the invention 

20 

In this invention, a novel nickel -based catalyst which exhibits excellent activity and stability for carbon dioxide reform- 
ing of natural gas (methane) to synthesis gas is described. The catalyst consists of nickel in contact with La 2 03 and it 
could be in the form of nickel supported on La 2 03 carrier or in the form of nickel on La 2 03 particles dispersed on a 
conventional carrier such as y-AI 2 03. This catalyst can be prepared by any means known to practitioners of this art, 

25 including the technique of wet-impregnation of lanthanum oxide with an aqueous solution of a nickel compound (e.g. 
nickel nitrate). The surface structure of Ni/La 2 03 catalyst experiences a significant alteration upon exposing to CH 4 /C0 2 
mixture at reaction temperatures, as indicated by the observation of significant increase in the reaction rate during the 
initial 2 - 5 hours of reaction time. After this, the surface composition of the Ni/La 2 03 catalyst reaches equilibrium under 
the working reaction conditions. The resulting catalyst surface then becomes excellently stable, exhibiting no deactivation 

30 during 100 hours of reaction time or more. Conversion of the reactants close to those expected at thermodynamic 
equilibrium are obtained over this catalyst at a contact time as low as 0.02 seconds (steam reforming of methane reactors 
over the commercial catalyst typically have superficial contact times of the order of 1 second [M. V. Twigg, ed., Catalyst 
Handbook, Wolfe, London, 1989]). Upon the application of this novel Ni-based catalyst (i.e. Ni/La 2 03) the materialisation 
of carbon dioxide reforming of methane to synthesis gas at a larger scale may be practically considered. 

35 

Brief description of the drawings 

Figure 1 shows the alteration of the reaction rate as a function of the time on stream over Ni/La 2 03, Ni/y-AI 2 C>3 and 
Ni/CaO catalysts under the following reaction conditions: P CH4 =0.2 bar, P lot =1.0 bar, CKj/CO^I, T=1023 K, 
40 W/F=2x10"3g.s/ml. 

Figure 2 shows the alteration of the reaction rate as a function of the time on stream over a 17 wt% Ni/La^ catalyst 
at reaction temperatures of 550, 650 and 750°C under the following reaction conditions: P CH 4=0.2 bar, P to t= 1 - n bar, 
CH 4 /C0 2 =1, W/F=2x10"3 g.s/ml. 

Figure 3 shows the alteration of the conversion of C0 2 and CH 4 , and the selectivity to CO and H 2 as a function of 
45 time on stream over a 17 wt% Ni/La^ catalyst under the following reaction conditions: P CH4 =0.2 bar, P to t=0.1 bar, 
CH 4 /C0 2 =1, T=1023 K, W/F=2x10"2 g.s/ml. 

Figure 4 shows the influence of Ni metal loading on the reaction rate and the stability of Ni/La^ catalyst under the 
following reaction conditions: P C H4=0-2 bar, P tot =1.0 bar, CH^CO^I, T=1023 K, W/F=2x10~3 g.s/ml. 

Figure 5 shows the influence of contact time on the conversion of the reaction over a 1 7 wt% Ni/La 2 03 catalyst. The 
so dotted lines correspond to the values expected at thermodynamic equilibrium. Reaction conditions: P CH4 =0.2 bar, 
P tot =1 .0 bar, CH 4 /C0 2 =1 , T=1023 K. 

Figure 6 shows the influence of reaction temperature on the conversion of the reaction over a 17 wt% Ni/La 2 03 
catalyst at a contact time of 0.06 g.s/ml. The dotted lines correspond to those expected at thermodynamic equilibrium. 
Reaction conditions: P CH4 =0.2 bar, P to t= i n bar, CH^CO^I. 
55 Figure 7 shows the effect of treatments on the reaction rate over a 1 7 wt% Ni/La 2 03 catalyst, following the estab- 
lishment of the stable surface state. The reaction conditions were the following: P CH4 =0.2 bar, P tot =1 .0 bar, CH^CO^I , 
T=1023 K, W/F=2x10"3 g.s/ml. 
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Detailed description of specific embodiments 

In this invention, a novel nickel-based catalyst exhibiting excellent activity and stability for carbon dioxide reforming 
of methane to synthesis gas is described. The catalysts were prepared by the wet-impregnation method, using Ni(N03) 2 

s as the metal precursor. Identical catalysts can be prepared using other preparation techniques, known to practitioners 
of this art, and other metal precursors such as nickel oxide, nickel carbonate, nickel chloride, etc. Three different supports 
were examined: y-AI 2 0 3 , La 2 03 and CaO. It was found in this work, that the nature of the support has a great effect on 
the activity and stability of the metal catalysts. While Ni catalysts supported on Y-AI2O3 and CaO deactivate continuously 
with time on stream, the reaction rate over Ni/La^ catalyst increases rapidly with time on stream during the initial 2- 

10 5 hours of reaction, and then tends to be excellently stable, invariably with time on stream (see Example 3 and Fig. 1). 
The value of the stable reaction rate over the Ni/La^ catalyst is approximately the same as the initial rate over Ni/y- 
AI2O3, and is significantly higher than that over Ni/CaO catalyst. 

The fresh Ni/La 2 03 catalyst consists of Ni particles supported on La203, as revealed by XRD analysis (see Example 
1). Ni crystallites are known to be sensitive to coking which leads to catalyst deactivation due to blocking of the metal 

15 sites. However, the reaction rate over Ni/La 2 0 3 catalyst experiences a significant increase upon exposure to the CH 4 /C0 2 
mixture. This implies that the structure of Ni supported on La^ undergoes a significant alteration, induced by the 
working reaction atmosphere, to form a new surface structure, probably with participation of the speci es from the gaseous 
phase. Such a new surface structure exhibits excellent activity towards conversion of CH4/C0 2 to synthesis gas and 
possesses exceptional good resistance to coke formation. 

20 A proper nickel loading on La 2 03 support is an important factor affecting its catalytic performance (reaction rate and 
stability). It is shown (see Example 6, Fig. 4) that the catalyst with a low metal loading exhibits high reaction rate (using 
units of mmol/g meta /s), as compared to the one with higher metal loading. Since the catalyst with low metal loading 
presumably has higher metal dispersion, it can be derived that the reaction of carbon dioxide reforming of methane 
favourably proceeds over the surface containing smaller metal particles. However, the Ni/La 2 03 with low metal loading 

25 (e.g. 3 wt%) exhibits catalyst deactivation with time on stream, being inferior to the Ni/La^ catalyst with high metal 
loading (e.g. 10 and 17 wt%), over which no detectable catalyst deactivation is observed. By employing a 17 wt% 
Ni/La 2 03 catalyst, conversion and selectivity of the reaction towards CO and H 2 close to those expected at thermody- 
namic equilibrium are achieved at a superficial contact time as low as 0.02 seconds (see Example 7, Fig. 5). Referring 
to steam reforming of methane reactors over the commercial catalyst which typically have superficial contact times of 

30 the order of 1 second [M.V. Twigg, ed., Catalyst Handbook, Wolfe, London, 1989], the activity of Ni/La 2 03 for carbon 
dioxide reforming of methane is high enough for industrial operation. Complete conversion of methane and carbon 
dioxide, and near 100% selectivity to CO and H 2 are obtained when reaction temperature is elevated to the neighbour- 
hood of 800°C (see Example 7, Fig. 6). No deactivation is observed over Ni/La 2 03 catalyst in the temperature range of 
550 - 800°C over 1 00 hours of reaction. Upon application of this novel nickel-based catalyst, the reaction of carbon 

35 dioxide reforming of methane to synthesis gas at a larger scale may now be practically considered. 

The present invention, i.e. the Ni/La 2 03 catalyst, is a new catalyst and the main differences from all the noble metal 
catalysts and conventional nickel -based catalysts are the following: 

1 . The catalysts containing noble metals have been reported to be less prone to coking than are nickel-based cat- 
40 alysts [ Richardson and Paripatyadar, above; Ashcroft, Cheetham, Green, Vernon, above; Rostrop- Nielsen and Bak 

Hasen, above]. However, from the industrial standpoint, the high costs and limited availability of precious metals 
make noble metal containing catalysts less attractive, as compared to nickel-based catalysts. 

2. Noble metal catalysts still deactivate to some extent, particularly when reaction temperatures lower than 700°C 
are applied [Richardson and Paripatyadar, above; Ashcroft, Cheetham, Green and Vernon, above]. However, the 

45 novel Ni/La 2 0 3 catalyst does not deactivate at all within the temperature range from 550 to 800°C (see Example 4 
and Fig. 2). 

3. Conventional nickel-based catalysts, e.g. Ni/^AI 2 0 3 , Ni/Si0 2 , Ni/CaO, have been reported to deactivate rapidly 
with time on stream [Ashcroft,Cheetham,Green and Vernon, above; Sodesawa.Dobashi and Nozaki, above; Chubb, 
above; Rostrup-Nielsen, Stud.Surf.Sci.Catal.36 (1 988) 73]. This tendency was also verified in the present study for 

so Ni/y-AI 2 03 and Ni/CaO catalysts (see Example 3, Fig. 1). However, no deactivation is observed over the present 
Ni/La^ catalyst. As was already described above, this is due to formation of a new surface structure on Ni/La 2 03 
catalyst during the first 2 - 5 hours of reaction, which is very different from the Ni crystallites. Also, the reaction rate 
over this Ni/La 2 0 3 catalyst is significantly higher than that over Ni/CaO, and is approximately the same level as the 
initial reaction rate over Ni/y-AI 2 03 

55 4. The nickel catalysts tested by Gadalla et al.(Gadalla and Bower, above; and Gadalla and Sommer, above] are 
supported on r-AI 2 03, CaO-Ti0 2 -AI 2 03, and MgO carriers. Carbon deposition was not observed only when the 
following reaction conditions were applied: T=940°C and C0 2 /CH 4 ^ 2. Under these conditions carbon deposition 
on surfaces is thermodynamically inhibited. However, as has already been pointed out, significant catalyst sintering 
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is expected at such a high temperature, which eventually leads to catalyst deactivation. Moreover, such a high 
reaction temperature, as well as high C0 2 /CH 4 ratios, are undesirable for industrial operation. 
5. Using strong basic support or adding steam in the feed gas, or partially sulfiding nickel crystallites have been 
tried in many other previous studies [e.g. Rostrup-Nielsen, above; O.Yamazaki, T.Nozaki, K.Omata and K.Fujimoto, 
5 Chem.Lett.(1992) 1953; and M.F.M.Post, ST. Sie and E.J.R.Sudhoelter, EP Appl. No. 159759 A2] to alleviate the 

problem of coking on nickel-based catalysts. However, the consequence is far from satisfactory. Moreover, these 
approaches usually result in a significant reduction of catalytic activity. 

The above discussed differences make the present invention new and innovative. 
10 The following working examples represent a more detailed description of the invention and it is understood that this 
detailed description is given merely by way of illustration and does not limit the extent of the invention as many variations 
may be made therein without departing from the spirit of this invention. 

Example 1 

15 

This example illustrates the synthesis of nickel catalyst supported on La 2 0 3 carrier. 

5g of La 2 C>3 (Alfa products, 99,9%) were impregnated with an aqueous solution containing the desired amount of 
nickel nitrate (ultrapure, Alfa Products). The water was evaporated under continious stirring and the residue was dried 
at 1 10°C for 24 hours. The dried residue was then ground and sieved and was heated at 500°C under N 2 flow for 2 hours 
20 for complete decomposition of nickel nitrate. After this, the catalyst was reduced at 500°C in H 2 flow for at least 5 hours. 
The nickel metal loading was 3, 10 or 17 wt%. 

The Ni/l_a 2 C>3 catalyst was characterized by XRD. It was shown that the fresh catalyst consists of metallic Ni crys- 
tallites supported on La 2 03. The nickel dispersion was measured by H 2 chemisorption at room temperature. Before the 
measurement, the sample was further reduced at 750°C in H 2 flow for 2 hours. A nickel dispersion of ca. 1% was found 
25 for a 1 7 wt% Ni/La 2 0 3 catalyst. 

Example 2 

The reaction rates of carbon dioxide reforming of methane over nickel catalysts supported on La 2 03, r A| 203 and 

30 CaO were determined as follows: 

The CH4/C0 2 reaction was investigated in the temperature range of 550 - 750°C. 10 mg of sample, diluted with 
20 mg of oc-AI 2 C>3, were charged in a fixed-bed quartz reactor. The reaction feed consisted of 20 vol.% CH 4 , 20 vol.% 
C0 2 and 60 vol.% He. A total flow rate as high as 300 ml/min was used in order to control the reaction conversion to be 
much lower than those expected at thermodynamic equilibrium (i.e. the reaction is in the kinetic-controlling regime). Fig. 

35 1 shows the alteration of the reaction rate over Ni/y- AI 2 C>3, Ni/La 2 0 3 and Ni/CaO catalysts as a function of time on stream. 
The rate over Ni/La^ catalyst increases significantly with time on stream during the initial 2 - 5 hours of reaction, and 
then tends to be invariable with time on stream, indicating Ni/La 2 03 has an excellent stability. The rates over Ni/y-AI 2 03 
and Ni/CaO are reduced continuously with time. Although the initial rate over Ni/Y-AI 2 C>3 is much higher than the respec- 
tive one over Ni/CaO, the deactivation rate over y-AI 2 0 3 is also faster than that of Ni/CaO. 

40 The following Table 1 gives the reaction rates obtained over nickel catalysts supported on y-AI 2 0 3 , La 2 C>3 and CaO 
carriers at 550, 650 and 750°C. Both reaction rates obtained initially and after 5 hours of the reaction are presented. 
For Ni/La 2 0 3 catalyst, the rate after 5 hours of reaction corresponds to the rate at stable level (see Fig.1). It is shown 
that the initial reaction rate over Ni/y-AI^ is higher than the respective ones over Ni/l_a 2 C>3 and Ni/CaO. However, the 
reaction rate after 5 hours of reaction over Ni/La 2 03 becomes higher than the respective ones over Ni/y-AI 2 03 and 

45 
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Ni/CaO, indicating Ni/La 2 03 is superior to Ni/y-AI^ and Ni/CaO in term of reaction rate. 

Table 1 



Influence of catalyst support on the reaction rate at various 
temperatures over supported Ni catalyst. 


Catalyst 1 7 wt% Ni/ 


State 


Reaction Rate (mmol/g.s) 






550°C 


650°C 


750°C 


La 2 0 3 


Initial 


0.13 


0.52 


0.95 




After 5h 


0.56 


1.58 


2.18 


Y-Al 2 0 3 


Initial 


0.56 


1.41 


2.20 




After 5h 


0.23 


0.79 


1.48 


CaO 


Initial 


0.10 


0.49 


1.23 




After 5h 




0.21 


0.72 



'Reaction conditions: P CH4 =0.2 bar, P tot =1 .0 bar, CH 4 /C0 2 =1 , 
W/F=2x10"3 g.s/ml. 

20 



Example 3 

25 

In this example, the stability of a 17 wt% Ni/La^ catalyst was investigated at 550, 650 and 750°C under reaction 
conditions within which the reaction is kinetically controlled. The Ni/La^ catalyst is first exposed to CH4/CO2 mixture 
at 750°C until the reaction rate reaches the stable level (cp. Fig. 1). After this, the reaction rates obtained at 550, 650 
and 750°C are monitored as a function of time on stream (Fig. 2). It is shown that, after the above treatment, the resultant 

30 Ni/La 2 03 catalyst does not exhibit any deactivation during 20 hours of reaction at 550, 650 and 750°C. These results 
are of significance since it is known that even supported noble metal catalysts, e.g. Rh catalyst, which has been reported 
to be the best catalyst for carbon dioxide reforming of methane [Richardson and Paripatyadar, above, and Ashcroft, 
Cheetham, Green, Vernon, above], still suffers carbon deposition and deactivation at reaction temperatures below 700°C. 
The absence of catalyst deactivation over Ni/La 2 C>3 catalyst in a wide temperature range (550 - 750°C) indicates that a 

35 new type of nickel compound is formed on the surface, following the exposure of the catalyst to the reaction mixture for 
2 to 5 hours. 

Example 4 

40 In this example, the long-term (1 00 hours of reaction) stability of a 1 7 wt% Ni/l_a 2 C>3 was investigated at 750°C under 
integral reaction conditions (i.e. high methane conversions). A reaction contact time which keeps the conversions some- 
what lower than those expected at thermodynamic equilibrium was used. This allows to study the catalytic performance 
at high conversions, while catalyst deactivation, if there is any, can also be easily detected. 

Fig.3 shows the alterations of conversion of methane and carbon dioxide, and selectivity to carbon monoxide and 

45 hydrogen as a function of time on stream. Both conversion and selectivity increase rapidly during the initial several hours 
of reaction. After this, the conversion and selectivity tend to be essentially invariable with time on stream during 100 
hours of reaction. The weight of the used catalyst was found to be somewhat larger than that of the fresh one, suggesting 
that carbon species formed from the gas phase on the used catalyst surface. However, this carbon species must be at 
steady-state, which does not cause any catalyst deactivation, as is demonstrated in Fig. 3. 

50 

Example 5 

This example describes the influence of nickel metal loading on the reaction rate and the stability of Ni/La 2 0 3 catalyst. 
Fig. 4 shows the influence of metal loading on the reaction rate (using units of mmol/g meta |/s) and the stability of Ni/La 2 03 
55 catalyst at 1023 K. It is found that the catalyst with a low metal loading exhibits higher reaction rate, as compared to the 
one with higher metal loading. However, the Ni/La 2 C>3 with low metal loading (e.g. 3 wt%) exhibits catalyst deactivation 
with time on stream, being inferior to the Ni/La 2 03 catalyst with high metal loading, over which no detectable catalyst 
deactivation is observed. Note that, although the Ni/La 2 03 catalyst with low metal loading exhibits deactivation, its stability 
is still superior to those of Ni/y-AI 2 03 and Ni/CaO catalysts. 
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Example 6 

This example describes the effect of contact time on conversion over a 17 wt% Ni/La^ catalyst, and the effect of 
reaction temperature on conversion obtained at a contact time of 0.06 g.s/ml. 

5 The reaction feed consisted of 20 vol.% CH 4 , 20 vol.% C0 2 and 60 vol.% He. The alteration of contact time was 

realized by adjusting the amount of catalyst (10-50 mg) and the flow rate (25 - 300 mUmin). Fig.5 shows the effect of 
contact time on conversion over Ni/La 2 0 3 catalyst at 1 023 K. The conversions of methane and carbon dioxide increase 
rapidly as contact time increases from 0.002 to 0.07 g.s/ml. Conversions approaching those expected at thermodynamic 
equilibrium (i.e. the dotted lines) are already achieved at a contact time as low as ca. 0.06 g.s/ml, which corresponds to 

10 a superficial contact time of ca 0.02 seconds. The conversion obtained at a contact time of 0.06 g.s/ml was also studied 
at various temperatures (Fig. 6). It is observed that the conversions obtained at various temperatures are already equal 
to those expected at thermodynamic equilibrium (i.e. the dotted lines) at this contact time. Note that steam reforming of 
methane reactors over the commercial K-promoted Ni/y-AI 2 0 3 catalyst typically have superficial contact times of the 
order of 1 second [M.V.Twigg, Catalyst Handbook, above]. The low contact time (ca. 0.02 seconds) required to obtain 

15 the equilibrium conversions of carbon dioxide reforming of methane over Ni/La20 3 catalyst indicates that the activity of 
Ni/La 2 0 3 catalyst is high enough for industrial operation. 

Example 7 

20 In this example, the influence of various pretreatments (before the reaction) and treatments (after the reaction rate 
reaches the stable level) on the catalytic behaviour of Ni/La 2 0 3 catalyst is described. 

The influence of various pretreatment, i.e. Experiments No. 1-9, on the catalytic performance of Ni/La 2 0 3 catalyst 
is shown in the following Table 2. 



Table 2 



Influence of pretreatment of 1 7 wt% Ni/La 2 0 3 on the reaction rates at initial and stable levels. 


Experiment No. 


Pretreatments 


Rate for CO formation (mmol/g.s) 






Initial 


Stable 


1. 


No treatment 


0.13 


1.91 


2. 


C0 2) 1023 K,2h 


0.07 


1.44 


3. 


0 2l 1023 K,2h 


0.34 


1.76 


4. 


CH 4 , 1023 K, 1h 


1.23 


1.42 


5. 


H 2l 1023 K, 2h 


0.94 


2.10 


6. 


H 2l 1023 K, 5h 


1.10 


1.90 


7. 


H 2l 1023 K, 12h 


0.67 


2.00 


8. 


Air. 1123 K10h 


0.19 


1.71 


9. 


Air, 1 1 23 K, 1 0h then H 2 , 1 023 K, 2h 


0.40 


1.60 



Reaction conditions: P CH4 =0.2 bar, P to t=1 -0 bar, CH 4 /C0 2 =1 , W/F=2x10 3 g.s/ml. 



45 

It is noted that regardless of what kind of pretreatment is applied, the initial reaction rate is always lower than the 
reaction rate at the stable level. Although the pretreatment affects the initial rate to a significant extend, it does not 
influence significantly the reaction rate at the stable level. These results imply that there exists a strong tendency for 

so Ni/L a2 0 3 catalyst to form a stable surface structure under the working reaction conditions. It can also be derived that 
none of these pretreatments (see Table 2) resulted in an initial surface state which is similar to the stable surface state. 
Specifically, the results from Experiments No. 2, 5, 6, 7 suggest that the stable surface state of Ni/La 2 0 3 is very different 
from metallic Ni or NiO supported on La 2 0 3 . The pretreatments of Experiments No. 8 and 9 are expected to facilitate 
the solid reaction between La 2 0 3 and NiO, which presumably leads to formation of LaNi0 3 and/or La 2 Ni0 4 to a larger 

55 extent [J.L.G. Fierro, J.M.D. Tascon and LG. Tejuca, J.Catal. 93 (1985) 83; N.Gunasekaran, A. Meenakshisundaram 
and V.Srinivasan, Indian J.Chem., Sect. A. 21 (1982) 346]. The results indicate that neither the formation of LaNi0 3 nor 
La 2 Ni0 4 can account for the stable surface state. It appears that the stable surface structure consists of a mixture of 
several components involving nickel (and/or nickel oxide), lanthanum oxide, as well as the species from the gaseous 
phase, which are in "equilibrium" under the working reaction conditions. 
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Fig 7 shows the influence of several treatments on the reaction rate over Ni/La^ catalyst, following the establish- 
ment of the stable surface state. It is interesting to note that the stable surface structure is insensitive to exposure to air 
at room temperature, whereas a treatment at the reaction temperature in H 2 or 0 2 flow alter or destroy the stable surface 
structure. However, it is shown that the stable surface structure is essentially retrievable after re-exposing the catalyst 
5 to the reaction mixture at the reaction temperature. This observation reveals that the catalyst can be easily regenerated, 
by exposure to H 2 or air, if it is deactivated. 
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30 Claims 

1 . A novel nickel-based catalyst with excellent activity and stability for carbon dioxide reforming of natural gas (methane) 
to synthesis gas, consisting of nickel in contact with La^ either in the form of nickel supported on La 2 03 carrier 
or in the form of nickel on La 2 03 particles dispersed on a conventional carrier such as yAI 2 03, e.g. by techniques 

35 of wet-impregnation or others, characterized in that a new surface structure is formed during the initial 2-5 hours of 
reaction time during which period a significant increase in reaction rate is performed, after which the new surface 
composition and structure of the new Ni/La 2 03 catalyst becomes excellently stable exhibiting no deactivation over 
long term reaction in the temperature range of 550 - 800°C by showing good resistance to coke formation, achieving 
near complete conversion of methane and carbon dioxide, and around 100% selectivity to carbon monoxide and 

40 hydrogen at about 800°C and superficial contact time of ca. 0.02 seconds. 

2. A catalyst in accordance with claim 1 .consisting of Ni in contact with La^. 

3. A catalyst as in claim 1 , where nickel nitrate is used as nickel metal precursor. 

45 

4. A catalyst as in claim 1 where other nickel compound, e.g. nickel oxide, nickel carbonate, nickel chloride, etc., is 
used as nickel metal precursor. 

5. A catalyst as in claims 1 - 4, where La^ is used as a support. 

50 

6. A catalyst as in claims 1 - 5, where the lanthanum compound other than lanthanum oxide, e.g. lanthanum nitrate, 
lanthanum hydroxide, lanthanum carbonate, etc., is used as the La 2 03 precursor. 

7. A catalyst for carbon dioxide reforming of natural gas (methane) to synthesis gas, in accordance with any one of 
55 claims 1-6, containing more than one of the following compounds: Ni, NiO, La 2 C>3, La^COs, La 2 (C03)3. NiCC>3, 

Nil_a 2 0 4 , LaNi 5 , LaNiC>3, La 2 Ni0 4 , all of which are possibly formed from Ni/La 2 C>3 pairs under working reaction 
conditions. 
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8. A catalyst as in claims 1 - 7, where the active nickel compound resulted from the interaction between species in the 
gas phase under working conditions and nickel metal and/or nickel oxide, e.g. nickel carbide, is additionally present. 

9. A catalyst as in claim 1 - 8, where the lanthanum compound resulted from the interaction between species in gas 
phase under working conditions and lanthanum oxide is additionally present. 

10. A method for the preparation of the catalysts claimed in claims 1 - 9, consisting of wet-impregnation technique which 
results in the catalyst containing nickel crystallites and La 2 C>3, characterized in that La 2 C>3 is impregnated with an 
aqueous solution containing the desired amount of nickel nitrate, evaporating the water, drying, grounding, sieving 
and heating under N 2 flow until complete decomposition of nickel nitrate and reducing the catalyst at 500°C in H 2 
flow for at least 5 hours and at 750°C in H 2 flow for 2 hours, thus achieving a ca. 1 % dispersion for a 1 7 wt% Ni/La 2 03 
catalyst. 

11. The use of the catalysts in accordance with claims 1-9, in a reaction consisting of carbon dioxide reforming of 
hydrocarbon(s) other than methane (e.g. low alkane hydrocarbons, aromatic hydrocarbons) to synthesis gas and 
other products. 

12. The use of the catalysts according to claims 1-9 in reactions using the catalysts according to claims 1 -9, consisting 
of steam reforming of natural gas (methane) to synthesis gas. 

13. The use of the catalysts according to claims 1 -9 in reactions using these catalysts consisting of partial oxidation of 
methane to synthesis. 

14. The use of the catalyst according to claims 1 -9 and 11 -1 3 in any type of reactor which is employed industrially for 
said processes, e.g. fixed bed reactor, fluid bed reactor, monolythic-type reactor, etc. for carbon dioxide reforming 
of methane and/or natural gas or hydrocarbons to synthesis gas or other products. 
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